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The argument that the untouchables are dirty in their ways
and follow some unclean occupation is, to my mind, the result
of ignorance. There are others dirtier than the untouchables,
yet they draw water from the public wells. A nursing mother
does unclean work, and so does a doctor, but we honour both. If
it is said that they wash themselves after they have done their work,
so do many untouchables before they go to a well to fetch water.
If, however, they do not keep themselves clean, the fault is ours.
To despise them, to compel them to live at a distance from the
village, to make it impossible or difficult for them to gain access
to the means of keeping themselves clean and then to reproach
them for being unclean is the height of injustice. It is our sacred
duty to help them to shake off the defects which have grown upon
them owing to our negligence and our tyranny. To refuse to do
this and yet to hope for India's freedom is like turning one's back
towards the sun and yet hoping to get a glimpse of it.

BREACH OF PROMISE IN JHARIA

When I went to Jharia1, accompanied by Maulana Mahomed
Ali, many persons offered big sums as contribution to the Tilak
Swaraj Fund, We were greatly pleased to see that Marwaris and
Gujaratis living in Bihar had promised handsome contributions for
the benefit of that province. They had promised that the contri-
butions would be paid soon. Three years have passed since the
promise was made. A letter has now been received from Jharia to
say that many Kutchi mine-owners have not yet paid the amounts
promised, I am sure everyone wiH be pained by this. The importance
of keeping a promise is universally acclaimed in the Shastras.
Progress is impossible if promises are broken every time. Families,
and even entire Nations, have perished as a consequence of not
'fceepmg a promise. From the ethical point of view, a one-sided
promise is* superior to a reciprocal one and an oral promise to -a
written undertaking. The promises given by these friends
voluntary and their keeping them depends solely on their
grity. I appeal to them to honour their word. If they
the value of a promise, they will offer twice the normal interest
on the sums in question.

([From Gujarati]
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